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flat, without cliffs, and with great banks of sand, which the
tide left uncovered. Pencroft and Herbert then returned
towards the west. Their attention was first arrested by
the snow-topped mountain which rose at a distance of six
or seven miles. From its first declivities to within two
miles of the coast were spread vast masses of wood,
relieved by large green patches, caused by the presence of
evergreen trees. Then, from the edge of this forest to the
shore extended a plain, scattered irregularly with groups
of trees. Here and there on the left sparkled through
glades the waters of the little river; they could trace its
winding course back towards the spurs of the mountain,
among which it seemed to spring. At the point where the
sailor had left his raft of wood, it began to run between
the two high granite walls; but if on the left bank the wall
remained clear and abrupt, on the right bank, on the
contrary, it sank gradually, the massive sides changed to
isolated rocks, the rocks to stones, the stones to shingle,
running to the extremity of the point.
" Are we on an island ?" murmured the sailor.
"At any rate, it seems to be big enough/' replied
the lad.
"An island, ever so big, is an island all the same 1" said
Pencroft
But this important question could not yet be answered.
A more perfect survey will be required to settle the point